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Andorra chic? Yes,
The Pyrenean
ski destination
is attracting a
smarter set, says
Abigail Butcher

M
Chilling out:
Sport Hotel
Hermitage
(above) and
its luxurious
spa (left)

WE SEE TRAVEL
FROM YOUR
POINT OF VIEW

Y long day on the slopes
is at an end. I’m
luxuriating in the warm
waters of an outdoor
pool, looking up at the
sun-capped mountains. The pool is
part of one of the best spas I’ve had
the pleasure of stepping into and
belongs to the Sport Hotel Hermitage,
a five-star property that recently
became part of the Small Luxury
Hotels of the World portfolio.
But I’m not in trendy Courchevel,
Zermatt or Lech, I’m in Andorra. Once
a destination for boozy Brits, this tiny,
mountainous country wedged
between Spain and France is fighting
hard to improve its reputation.
Luxury self-catering apartments
were opened in El Tarter two seasons
ago by Pierre & Vacances, and Crystal
Ski has introduced the family resort
of La Massana to its programme this
year. The Sport Hotel Hermitage is no
longer seeking the
Benidorm crowd, and
nor are other four-star
establishments in
Soldeu, a resort in the
Grandvalira ski area.
‘The hotels got
together and decided
they’d no longer
sell off rooms
cheaply,’ says
Alexandra Jerez,
who markets
Soldeu properties.
‘We’d rather have an
empty room than
sell it for the
wrong price to the
wrong people.’

TOP FIVE

Honorary British consul
Fiona Dean puts it more
succinctly. ‘They got tired
of toilets being ripped off
the wall,’ she says, ‘so
Andorra started to drag itself
out of the gutter.’
Soldeu is situated in the
Grandvalira ski area. The 210km of
piste is shared with the resorts of El

Salomon Jib Audio
(child)
£70, salomon.co.uk
Giro Lure
(women)
£130, ellis-brigham.com

Smith Gage
(unisex)
£70, rxsport.co.uk

Choosing your holiday is exciting – we know it’s important too.
Booking with our Members means we’ll be behind you, providing
expert travel advice and independent complaints handling, plus
ﬁnancial protection for millions of holidays. Always book with an
ABTA Member to travel with conﬁdence.

Find out more at
www.abta.com/conﬁdence

Mozo (unisex)
£150, lazersport.co.uk

Casco SP-3
(women)
£330, snowandrock.com
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it’s a close second to Aspen
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BEST OF
THE REST
T H R E E R E S O RT S T O
WAT C H I N 2 0 1 5

Baqueira Beret

Spain’s best-known ski
resort has added 21 new
pistes and three new lifts
this season, in celebration
of its 50th anniversary.

High tea: Terrace of the Sol i Neu restaurant in Soldeu

GETTING
THERE

Peak condition:

Tarter, Pas de la Casa and Grau Roig.
Soldeu isn’t pretty but the views are
spectacular and the skiing is
surprisingly good, with a mileage
roughly equivalent to Alpe d’Huez in
France or Ischgl in Austria.
The infrastructure here isn’t bad,
either. Grandvalira was formed in
2003 and since then about £80million
has been spent on the lifts, piste-

grooming, restaurants, skier facilities
and snow-making equipment. Not that
it needs it – for such a bad snow year
(so far), the Pyrenees have received
more than the lion’s share. Last
season when I visited in late March,
a piste map was only half visible due
to huge drifts of the stuff.
Several new freeride zones have
been established in the Grandvalira

Flights to
Barcelona with
easyJet start from
£58.98 retn, with
shared airport
transfers from
Barcelona from
£61. The Sport
Hotel Hermitage is
from £127.50 a
night B&B (incl
spa) based on two
sharing. andorra
resorts.com

area, which is otherwise
predominantly very pleasant, wellgroomed blues and reds, and is an
intermediate’s cruising paradise.
Gordon Standeven, an English
instructor who shows me around, says
that Soldeu’s ski school now has an
off-piste facility, with all the gear and
mountain guides to boot. He points
out various couloirs and chutes for the

more adventure-hungry. There are
plenty. He likens Andorra to Skoda
cars: ‘It’s still trying to shake off its
naff reputation. It’s a good product
but hasn’t quite convinced everyone.’
Well, I drive a Skoda and I loved
Andorra – though didn’t expect to.
And I’m not the only one. The
International Skiing Federation (FIS)
is taking this country seriously: over
the past two years Soldeu has hosted
World and European Cup races, and it
just lost out – to Aspen – in hosting
the FIS Ski World Cup final in 2017.
Adding even more to its credentials,
the nearby and little-known ski area
of Arcalis, which shares a Vallnord lift
pass with Andorra’s other well-known
resorts of Arinsal and Pal, will next
month host a section of the ultimate
competition for freeride skiers and
snowboarders, the Freeride World
Tour. Yes, it’s really that good here.
The boozing Brits are now mainly
corralled in Pas de la Casa, leaving
Soldeu and its tapas bars filled with
Spanish, Russian and British clientele.
With its tax-free status, Andorra is
still cheap (a glass of Rioja in
Soldeu’s Taverna de la Iaia costs €2)
but don’t expect Benidorm behaviour
along with your tipple anymore. Soon
this Skoda-like resort will have Audilike status, so get there first.

Jasná

Jasná, Slovakia, has invested
€200million (£150million)
improving facilities. It has four
new gondolas, 45km of piste
and 12 freeride zones.

Park City and Canyons

Park City and Canyons in Utah
have announced plans to link
up to create the largest ski
resort in the US. Owner Vail
Resorts will invest $50million
(£33million) in the next year.

Call for more deals
flying from your local airport
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Top 10 London Departures
Auckland
Bangkok
Barbados
Dubai
Johannesburg
Los Angeles
Melbourne
Orlando
New York
Sydney

Top 10 Manchester Departures

Economy
from
£699

Premium Economy
from
£1769

Business Class
from
£1509

£518

£823

£1695

£389
£279
£439

£429

£869
£597

£995

£1649

£838

£1389

£1109

£1545

£1099

£379

£735

£639

£899

£1674

£847

£599

£469

£1209

£1855

£889

Auckland
Bangkok
Dubai
Johannesburg
Los Angeles
Melbourne
Orlando
New York
San Francisco
Sydney

Top 10 Scotland Departures

Economy
from
£833

Premium Economy
from
£1883

Business Class
from
£1649

£329

£785

£1379

£433

£1145

£459

£999

£719

£1669

£525

£561

£399

£506

£754

£859

£809
£859

£885

£1677

£1329
£1743

£2215

£2309

£1389
£1569

£2149

£1685

Auckland
Bangkok
Dubai
Hong Kong
Johannesburg
Los Angeles
Melbourne
Orlando
New York
Sydney

Economy
from
£799

Premium Economy
from
£1999

Business Class
from
£1659

£329

£815

£1433

£469

£1035

£1793

£699

£1675

£425

£849

£434
£475
£515

£512

£729

£1199

£977
£859

£989

£1679

0800 188 4588
*Prices are for specific travel dates & are based on return fares per person & subject to limited availability. Prices & taxes are correct as of 16 January 2015 & the prices are subject to change at any time. All flights depart London, Manchester, Scotland & include prepaid taxes & fuel charges. Please call us
with
w your preferred travel dates & regional airport & we will provide a quote for you. Seasonal surcharges may apply depending on date of travel. Airline Failure Protection & booking fees apply. ▼For Lowest Airfare Guarantee details, we confirm availability by searching based on the exact itinerary, cabin class &
c
conditions
as per the competitor’s quote.
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£1687
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£1695

